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What’s Next?

Parish Council tackles St John’s 5-year Ministry Plan
Marianne Mellinger

Fans of the TV series The West Wing may remember President Bartlett’s refrain of ‘What’s next?’ as he strode through the
halls of the White House west wing dealing with the latest domestic or international crisis. ‘What’s Next?’ may well become the
mantra of St John the Evangelist’s Parish Council as we tackle the 5-year Ministry Plan that was passed at our recent Vestry
Meeting.

Parish Council’s first meeting since Vestry was on Wednesday evening February 28. Guided by the recommendations from the
Ministry Plan Task Force and by Parish Council chair Marilyn Malton, we began to strategize how to move the Ministry Plan goals
tasked to Parish Council from paper to reality. Some goals need to addressed immediately and some goals will be addressed in
subsequent years. Some of St John the Evangelist’s current structures can accommaodate particular goals; other goals will require
the formation new committees, task forces and ministry teams.

At the meeting Parish Council committed to work immediately on the following priorities:

e Effective communication within the parish and among the Parish Leadership Team, Parish Council, and programs
and committees of the parish. And publicize all services, events, courses and programs as appropriate through the
church newsletter, the website, bulletin announcements, church sign, or other means. (This article is an outcome of
that commitment). (Goals 15 and 22)

e Establish a Renovation and Rental Task Force: This task force will identify specific space(s) in our building to be
rented, renovated and/or reconfigured, and will seek an appropriate renter or renters. Parish Council designated
two people to work on developing Terms of Reference for this group and to recommend parishioners with gifts
suitable for serving on the task force. The Renovation and Rental Task Force will be formed at our next Parish
Council meeting. (Goal 4)

e Hold an all-congregation Parish Lunch with a special invitation to newer attendees on Sunday, April 29 following the
10am service. Two Parish Council members volunteered to coordinate the lunch. They will invite other members of
the congregation to assist them. (Goals 25 and 28)

How can you as a member of St John’s be involved in the Ministry Plan?

First, read the Ministry Plan regularly so that you are familiar with the goals we have set as a Parish. (If you’ve misplaced
your copy since Vestry the Church Office will be happy to provide you with a new one).

Second, if you feel called to participate in, have ideas for, or work on one of the goals, talk to a Parish Council member.
Third, while Parish Council is committed to communicate our work to you, don’t hesitate to ask any Parish Council member

“What’s Next?”

2018-19 Parish Council members:

Marilyn Malton, chair; Rev. Perry Chuipka, Interim Minister; Andrea Balfour; X ;
The next issue of On Eagle’s

Eleanor Brown, ACW Rep; Ann Coughlin, Secretary; Al Coughlin; Jim Mighty, ] . .
Wings will be available on

treasurer; Luke Neil; Marianne Mellinger and Gillian Westwood, Churchwardens;
Terry Rothwell and Deb Sheach, Deputy Wardens April 29,
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Leadership Seminar at St. John's

Archdeacon Perry Chuipka

Our congregation approved a new Mission and Ministry Plan at Vestry and we are working to put it into practice! One of the
goals in that plan (Goal #22) is to encourage "effective communication within the parish among the Parish Leadership Team, Parish
Council, and programs and committees of the parish". To that end, the many leaders in our parish, together with our Archdeacon,
The Venerable Greg Jenkins, gathered to attend a Leadership Seminar held at St. John's on March 6, 2018. This Leadership Seminar,
which developed from one of our goals from our Mission and Ministry Plan, is beginning to help our parish life.

The outline for this seminar was in two parts: a presentation about Anglican governance followed by a conversation on church
leadership leading change in the 21st century.

The Reverend Gerry Mueller, an honorary assistant at St Andrew's Anglican Church in Kitchener, presented us with an extensive
slide show illustrating the structure of the Anglican communion throughout the world. We learned that the Anglican Communion is
one of the world’s largest global Christian denominations. The Anglican family consists of an estimated 85 million Christians who
are members of 45 different Churches. These make up 39 Member Churches (also called Provinces) and six other national or local
churches known as Extra Provincials, spread across the globe in over 165 countries. Each of these Provinces is autonomous, with its
own system of governance. The most senior of the Bishops and Archbishops in each Province are known as "Primates". The
Anglican Communion is not held together by a formal constitution or international church law, but rather by a shared heritage, by
ways of worshiping and by the relationships—the "bonds of affection" —between its members worldwide. He then went on to talk
about the composition of the Anglican Church of Canada.

The Anglican Church of Canada has four main levels of governance. Across Canada there are approximately 1,700 individual
churches or parishes, which are organized into 30 different dioceses, each led by a Bishop. The national church office is known as
General Synod.

The Primate, Archbishop Fred Hiltz, is our national pastoral leader and works from the General Synod office in Toronto, Ontario.
The Primate is Chief Executive Officer of General Synod. General Synod is also the name for the national meeting of Canadian
Anglicans, held every three years. Between these meetings the national church is governed by a smaller Council of General Synod
that meets twice a year.

Finally, Gerry spoke to us about our own Diocese of Huron, its history, our current and 13th Bishop The Right Rev’d Linda
Nicholls, the powers of Synod, the structures of Deaneries and Archdeaconries, Deanery Council, Vestries, Parish Council, Church
Wardens, Incumbents and their relationships, responsibilities and accountability.

The second half of this seminar was lead by Betty Pries who is the co-founder and CEO at Credence and Company and has over
25 years of experience facilitating, coaching, training and public speaking. Betty led us in a conversation on church leadership
leading change in the 21st century. She had a wonderful way of interweaving her church life experiences with ways that church
leadership may move forward in an ever changing environment.

Betty began by telling us that we were living in a time of significant social upheaval - a change in magnitude unseen for 500
years. She spoke of the need for the church to remember its role, and to make connections with the society around it. She stressed
that this is not an easy task considering some of the hard realities of our society.

Since 2000, mental heath distress has skyrocketed. We live in an age of anxiety. Betty emphasized that people are searching for
rest, for meaning, for a “safe container” in which to thrive. She gave us hope: “people are looking for leaders and | am not just
talking about the priest, but all leaders in the church, you and I, who are willing to offer passionate, centering spirituality.” She
went on to say people are also looking for meaningful worship and authentic relationships in a place where they can belong, talk
openly about their faith, be helped to make sense of their world.

Betty gave us even more hope in explaining a Circular Grand Narrative Renewal Model that can help the church and its people
reflect on their stories.
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

With Awe and Wonder we embrace the assurance that we are
born into God’s love and grace. In Suffering and Surrender we
understand that suffering and pain will come and we need to
surrender to it. Transformation involves accepting that God’s

transforming powerful hand will draw us back into life.

. L . Suffering, Surrender
Betty spoke about this as an ongoing journey of our faith both Awe, Wonder

personally and as a congregation. New congregations begin with:

1. Awe and Wonder: Action and Reflection. New
congregations begin by asking key questions:
e Who are we?
e  Who is our neighbour?
e  Why are we here? Transformation
e  What shall we do? J

2. Suffering and Surrender: of our Mind, Heart and Will. Over time congregations move to a time of struggle. The challenge is to
surrender and ask God to help us really see, to really hear and to really be.

3. Transformation: Prayer, Listening, Discernment. Congregations then need to move into a time of listening for God and
recalling/reimagining our core purpose.

The cycle continues as we go back to Awe and Wonder and ask the key questions again.

Betty also outlined the important Rhythms of Change and Renewal Principles. She said, “Renewal is first and foremost a spiritual
journey. We must look into the face of our dying before we can discover the face of new life. Renewal does not happen without
change and change can create anxiety, sabotage, emotional pain, conflict. However, patience and care for one another is pivotal in
times of change. For congregations who become practised in this work, engaging in the journey is as normal as the act of
breathing.”

Finally, Betty ended with some sobering closing thoughts yet it was still filled with hopeful ingredients for the future. “The time
we are living in presents the church with a rich and wonderful opportunity to rediscover its meaning, purpose and ways of creating
belonging. It has the gifts to engage the world with avenues to meaning, purpose and belonging. It is an urgent calling full of
possibility and hope.”

From Betty’s presentation we heard the importance of spiritual formation. What are you doing for spiritual health? We know
that our congregation has asked us to continue to work in the area of Spiritual Growth. So let's look at some of the groups meeting
with a focus on spiritual formation here at St John's:

e Centering Prayer Group, Wednesdays @ 7 pm

e Wednesday Study Group, 1st and 3rd Wednesdays @ 9:30 am, hosted by Lorraine Atkinson
e Julian of Norwich Group, Thursdays @ 10am

e Meditation Prayer Group, Tuesdays @ 1 pm

e  Adult study group, Tuesdays @ 7 pm (seasonal)

e  Church School (children), Sundays @ 10 am service

We also meet for worship, serve together, and encourage participation in groups and activities outside of St. John's.

These are some of the ways that we have been encouraging spiritual formation, however, there may be other ideas that you
have seen work elsewhere or that you know that you need. What would be helpful for you? Please share your ideas with the
wardens, parish council members and/or our Incumbent.

Finally, another initiative from the Mission and Ministry plan is the creation of an Education and Formation Committee. The
Parish Council, in the near future, will be looking at getting this committee up and running. Should you be interested in using your
gifts for this ministry opportunity please let a member of the Parish Council know.



Page 4 StJohn316.com/OEW

Nurses Notes

Elsie Millerd, Parish Nurse

A Mental Health Ministry

One of the opportunities of being on holidays is that of worshipping in another church and learning how others do worship and
ministry. When in Vancouver, we like to attend Christ Church Cathedral. Over recent years we have been able to witness subtle
changes occurring in the ministry of this congregation. The music ministry has become more varied while very uplifting and well
executed. As one looks around the congregation, there is a sense that a great variety of people are finding a welcome home and
community at Christ Church Cathedral.

This year at the coffee hour | discovered one of the new initiatives of this parish. They have established a mental health ministry
for the purpose of becoming a more fully inclusive and safe community for all people facing mental health challenges. They
recognize that every one of us will be touched at some time by a mental health challenge, either of our own or that of a family
member, and that everyone lives on a continuum of mental health on which we move at times. The hope of this ministry is to
enhance the support of people in their mental health by integrating a faith perspective through human connection, a trusting
community and companionship for the long journey. The ministry group gathers and distributes resources, creates awareness and
improves understanding of mental health, develops networks and supports through faith and advocacy. They anticipate that
people in the congregation will be more informed about mental health challenges, feel comfortable about speaking openly about
mental health issues, feel comfortable in welcoming and offering hospitality to everyone and feel safe and welcome to participate
in worship and other parish activities when struggling with mental health issues.

How comfortable are we at St. John’s with mental health challenges, our own or that of others? What might we do to enhance
our understanding and support of people who are struggling with mental illness? What does our faith perspective have to offer
each of us on our journey of mental health?

| encourage us to open this conversation by sharing our suggestions and insights with one another. May we become a parish
which is comfortable in speaking about mental health and in which people at all points on the mental health continuum feel safe,

welcome and supported in our community.

Coming Events

Interfaith Community Breakfast

Guest Speaker: Professor Hind A. Al-Abadlah, Faculty of Science, WLU
“Caring for our Common Home: Climate Change and Faith”
Wednesday, April 25, 2018, 7am

The Ballroom, Bingaman's Conference Centre, Kitchener

Tickets: $25 each; table of 8 for $175 available online at Eventastic:
https://www.eventastic.com/events/23352 or purchase direct at:

Erb & Good Funeral Home or email: ICBreakfastTickets@gmail.com

Annual Prayer Shawl Gathering (10™ Anniversary)

Tuesday, May 01, 2018

Registration: 12:30 p.m. (doors open at noon)

Program: 1:00 — 3:30 p.m.

St. Louis Parish Hall at 53 Allen St E, Waterloo

(accessible gym entrance off Willow Street)

Reflection: Deepening our Prayer Life by the Rev. Nancy Brubacher, lead pastor of First Mennonite Church, Kitchener.
Hosted by Prayer Shawl Ministries of WK United Mennonite Church (Waterloo) & St. Louis RC Church (Waterloo)


https://www.eventastic.com/events/23352
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Our traditions are not about being stuck in the past
Bishop Linda Nicholls

We are the butt of many jokes about it. We tell jokes on ourselves
about it. The typical Anglican is stereotyped as resistant to change and
stuck on rituals and traditions. “How many Anglicans does it take to
change a lightbulb?“ “Change!! My Grandfather gave that lightbulb!!”

In an age of rapid change and individualism the habits and patterns
of our traditions seem out of touch, rigid or maybe even quaint. Yet
they each have roots in something important — a way of living what we
believe so that the commitments of our hearts can be seen, touched,
tasted, smelled and heard as ways of strengthening faith through
experience.

In other areas of our lives we each have traditions — things we say

or do that have emerged in the life of our family that hold meaning for

us, remind us of one another and of the bonds between us. Just think of your family traditions at Christmas or Easter or birthdays —
those common to many families and those that are just your own. In my family it just isn’t Christmas if there isn’t a mandarin
orange in the toes of our Christmas stockings! The feel of the orange in the toe and the smell and taste of the mandarin as it is
peeled are traditional touchstones that fill me with memories of the love of my family for one another.

In our church life our traditions have been shaped over centuries of shared worship as we have gathered to praise God, hear
God’s word and been fed at God’s table. As the church desired to shape its life to remember and deepen its understanding of the
gospel we set out Seasons of the year to help us remember. Currently we are in the season of Lent when we recall Jesus’ journey
toward the cross and our need for repentance and renewal.

The richness of the traditions that have grown, however, are only as satisfying as our willingness to participate in them —to let
them speak to us about our relationship with God in Christ —and to practice them with intention so that the outward habits
become inward habits of the heart. However, many of our traditions have simply become the ‘thing we do’ and we forget why we
do them. We forget the intention that they are meant to convey to us about God and our relationship with God.

One of those traditions is that of receiving Holy Communion. The priest says, ‘We break this bread to share in the body of Christ’
and the congregation replies, “We being many are one body because we all share of the one bread.” The act of coming to the
communion table is a sign of our willingness to move towards Christ and our unity in Christ. We are one, not because we like each
other or agree with each other, but because each of us is in Christ when we share the same bread and/or wine and that makes us
one with each other. When we receive the bread and share the common cup we are one. When we leave the table we are called to
live as one - in love, respect and unity. Communion is not just about me and Jesus but about all of us together with Christ, signs of
God’s love for a broken world, together.

Anglicans have a rich history of signs and sacraments to help us outwardly practice our faith. It is important that we know their
meaning so that they can continue to teach us and teach those who join us. Some of you may have come to the Anglican Church
from another tradition and never had an opportunity to learn more. Some are Anglican from birth and no one has ever shared the
meaning and history.

Our traditions are not about being stuck in the past!! They are a rich resource for our faith journey. If you have a question about
our life as Anglicans — ask your priest or parish leaders.

Today some young adults are seeking out rituals and traditions, looking for roots that help bind us to God and to one another.
Cathedrals are seeing an increase in attendance at evensong and interest in the rhythms of the Church year. Our heritage is a rich
resource for our faith and is not simply inherited habits. Listen to them and learn from them as we practice them together that we
may be rooted more deeply in Christ.

(Reprinted from the Anglican Diocese of Huron Church News—March 2018)
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The Anglican on the Canterbury Trail

Rebecca McKay

I am sure that many of you have heard of the book Evangelicals on
the Canterbury Trail by Robert Webber, so my title may seem a chuckle-
worthy parody. How | came to encounter the writing was on a strange
little journey to understand the Evangelical and Evangelical Missionary
Church. In my quest, | found myself wandering down the Yellow Brick
Road of the Anglican Church with a new and engaged fervour.

For many of you who know me at St. John’s, | am a classical music
performer and teacher. | seem to fit seamlessly into the reverent and
Historical Anglican Liturgy like | was born there, but | was not! | was
born to a United Church Father and a Roman Catholic Mother. | was
baptized and (partially) raised in the United Church tradition. In high
school, | was hired as a choral scholar at a Presbyterian Church, which

did not feel so different from my United Church roots, in all honesty. |
was later snatched up by the Anglican Church for a scholar position, and | have been here ever since and will likely stay at St. John’s
or at the very least in the Anglican tradition until my dying days.

However, a new wrinkle and a fun addition have been added to my denominational story. My new partner, Todd, is an active
and longstanding member of the Evangelical Missionary Church. His family is quite conservative but highly devoted. He shares a
strong relationship with his faith, his God, and his form of worship. One Sunday, when | was too ill to sing, | visited Todd’s church. |
wanted to understand his religious and Christian experience and meet his faith community. | couldn’t describe a service that was
more different than my own. It was in a gymnasium setting, no high altar, and no pews. The songs were in a popular-contemporary
style, performed by piano, singers, guitars, and basses. The readings were not based on a lectionary and were not “read from a
golden eagle” as Todd teases. The sermon was casual, conversational, using PowerPoint slide shows, and charismatically present
with easily relatable metaphors. In a nutshell, very different.

A few weeks later, Todd came to visit my church. He likely had a similar reaction to mine, “l don’t think these two could be any
more different.” We never really spoke to each-other it, already knowing our mutual responses, not wanted to disrespect our
traditions or hurt feelings.

Like the good romantic partner that | am, | wanted to learn more about Todd and the faith tradition that he held so dear. | began
to research his home church, the Evangelical Missionary Church of Canada, the tenets of Evangelical Church, the Missionary
Church, and the themes and codes of conduct by which they stand. | quickly discovered the basics of how they centre themselves
in Christ, and how they interpret scripture seemed to be very much aligned with my own. They followed the same Creeds, the
same Trinity, and the same God. | understand that there are many intricate differences, whether they be political, social, or biblical
interpretation. But their view of The God, The Son, and The Holy Spirit were the same as mine.

However, when | talked to Todd about the relationship with God, it felt so different than my own. God was his friend, his
confidant. He prayed to God as in conversation, every decision and every moment was a conversation with God; whereas my
prayer was more of a contemplative practice. | take my prayerful moments to come into myself in almost a type of meditation. In
this meditation, I let the Holy Spirit guide me through my worries, my troubles, my questions, and my answers. This prayer
sometimes appears as wandering thought while sitting on the bus, or (more frequently) staring off into space. | pray for God not to
fix, but for God to give me the strength to understand my sorrows and overcome them on my own.

| want to add here, that in no way do | believe that Todd is wrong, or that | disagree with his practice. If anything, | am envious of

(Continued on page 7)
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his intentional devotion to his faith, | am jealous of the one-on-one relationship he has with God. It is something that | cannot

bring myself to look for, to find or to understand. The irony of me creating a binary in Todd’s and my faith practice is that my

Graduate Research considered the dismissal of binaries in favour of spectrums (in the application of post-modern music education

practices and traditional formal music education, but that’s a different story). | always understand myself by forcing binaries first,

and understanding spectrums later. | created a binary between my religious practice, and Todd’s to know how | feel.

| continued my research. | looked up all | could (on a cursory Google search) on the comparison between the two

denominations. The history of not just the Evangelical Church, but also the Missionary Church. | re-studied the history of the

Anglican Church and protestant reformation movements. During my search on comparisons, | came across an interesting blog post

by a Friar Doug. The mysterious contributor to this Anglican Blog was a former Pastor of a Bible Church in North Dallas. Fr. Doug

Spring
Viola Gaudet

I walk alone in the first rain of spring

Watch, as the cold grey colours of winter disappear
See wet feathered Robins scurry through the grass
Staring at the ground, as if worms they could hear.
I walk in the rain, lost in my thoughts

Eyeglasses covered by well aimed raindrops

Just walking, to where, | care not

In daydreams, with the rain in song.

This, the music | enjoy the most

A time alone in carefree stride

Fearing not, the weather itself

Just the thought, Spring, it has arrived.

Oh, people are running, to shelter unseen
And | wondering, is this just a dream...

Is winter...finally over, the snow really gone
I’m so enjoying this rain, nature’s truest song.

Birds are building nests in places strange

Like a shabby old sign, with washed out name
Thinking to myself of better places for a nest
While avoiding worms on the sidewalk

That put my balance... to the test.

Yet when the rain is finished

And the sun, it returns once more

Why, the grass will be greener than ever before
Life renewed by this summer-like rain

And as | turn for home, in silent prayer

I thank Him once more, for spring again.

made a move from The Evangelical Church to the Anglican Church and
discussed his reasoning. He provided some amusing anecdotes from
his own life, but also intriguing insights from related scholars. One
notable insight was a quotation Fr. Doug used from A.W. Tozer, an
Evangelical pastor born at the turn of the century in the United States.
Tozer’s observations, as an Evangelical, were thought-invoking but
almost inflammatory, to say the least. While | wish not to dwell on the
apparent insults of the evangelical tradition, | instead wish to use it as
a comparison to our rich Anglican Tradition.

"We of the non-liturgical churches tend to look with
disdain upon those churches that follow a carefully
prescribed form of service . . . The liturgical service is
at least beautiful; ours is often ugly. Theirs has been
carefully worked out through the centuries to
capture as much of the beauty as possible and to
preserve a spirit of reverence among worshipers.
Ours is often an off-the-cuff makeshift with nothing
to recommend it. In the majority of our meetings
there is scarcely a trace of reverent thought, no
recognition of the unity of the body, little sense of
the divine Presence, no moment of stillness, no
solemnity, no wonder, no holy fear." (A.W. Tozer, 10)

This quotation struck a chord with me, all the beauty and reverence of
the Anglican Church, all of which | find becoming and exciting was
listed. Additionally, all the things that | found slightly unnerving about
my visit to Todd’s church were also explained (albeit far more harshly
than | would ever intend).

Reading on, | saw the title Evangelicals on the Canterbury Trail. After
some perusal, | realized it was another Evangelical embarking on the
same journey as Fr. Doug, our article’s author. This novel, infamous
among liturgy toting Anglicans, inspired me to search for my own
Canterbury Trail, again.

| had gone down it before, my Canterbury Trail. | skipped along down
(Continued on page 8)
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it, easily converted with the lush, reverent, and stunning liturgy-based service. As a musician, | was in awe of the vibrant, historical
music provided by our Music Director, Marlin Nagtegaal, ranging from the Tudor era to Modern Day. In this music- scripture,
adapted text, and deep musical symbolism run gloriously rampant. The prayers of the service were repetitive, while many often
criticize the lack of active engagement, | found it profoundly contemplative. | was immersing myself in a different sentence of the
Apostle’s Creed every week, and building and growing in faith. My first “Arrival” was on Good Friday probably in 2014 when the
singing of J. Sanders’ Reproaches nearly brought me to my knees. It was the first time I truly connected with Christ’s crucifixion and
sacrifice for us depicted in such stark detail.

But now | am on the journey again. So, on the advice of Fr. Doug’s article, | read through Webber’s work and a few points struck
home. The things he appreciated and that drew him to the Anglican tradition, | discovered, were similar to my own. | was initially
drawn in during his introduction as he checked all of my Anglican-Loving Boxes:

“For me, Anglicanism preserves in its worship and sacraments the sense of mystery that rationalistic Christianity
of either the liberal or evangelical sort seems to deny. | found myself longing for an experience of worship that
went beyond either emotionalism or intellectualism. | believe I've found that for myself in the Anglican tradition.
| also felt a need for visible and tangible symbols that | could touch, feel, and experience with my senses. This
need is met in the reality of Christ presented to me through the sacraments. These three needs — mystery,
worship, and sacraments — are closely related.”

(Webber, 15)

More specifically, Webber was unsatisfied with the evangelical rationalism, the way that during his education, “Christianity was no
longer a power to be experienced, but a system to be defended” (Webber, 29). Concepts regarding evangelical rationalism were
something that | had never encountered previously, but | appreciated all the same. | like the ability for the Anglican Church to let
things be as they are, we don’t need to adamantly prove that Christ was risen. We all believe the power of the event in our way,

(Continued on page 9)
January 2018 Financial Report
Jim Mighty
. Variance
Understanding the numbers: Variance
Jan 2017 Jan 2018
Our inflow for January (all money received for Actual Budget to Results to Jan
operating costs) was $24,577. Our January outflow Budget 2017
(all money paid out for operating costs) was
$28,951. In other words, in January, we spent Inflows 24,577 22,332 2,245 20,623 -3,954
$4,374 more than we received. While this may not
seem like good news, it actually is. January, Outflows 28,951 29,195 244 31,181 -2,230
February and March are the months when, in
addition to higher utility costs, many of our yearly -4,374  -6,863 2,489  -10,558 -6,184

bills come due (and are paid) so we budget for a
shortfall during those months. Our current shortfall is $2,489 LESS than we budgeted. You will notice a year ago, in January 2017,
our shortfall at the end of January was $10,558.

What does this mean?

At the end of the first month of 2018 we are 29% ahead of budget and 59% ahead of where we were at the end of January
2017. Many, many thanks to all the members of St John for your ongoing financial support to the Parish.
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We invite you to share
your reflections of
your time at Monica
Place

At any time in the past 50 years were you;
e Avresident at either our waterloo or Cambridge
locations
e Born at Monica Place/St Monica House
e Astudent in our school program
e Avolunteer
e Anemployee
...then we want to hear from you!

Send us a poem, a picture collage, a story, a poster, a
photography display, a painting or any other creative
way you want to tell your story.

You can drop off or mail your submission at 231
Herbert Street, Waterloo N2J 1V1 or email to
tonyav@monicaplace.ca

We will incorporate submissions into a mixed media
art display to be shared in May during our
anniversary celebrations.

For more information please call 519-743-0291 or go
to www.monicaplace.ca

Supporting Lives Two at a Time for 50 Years

(Continued from page 8)

and more importantly focus on why he rose from the dead and the
symbolic importance of that to our faith. We, as Anglicans, focus on
the deeper mysteries of life. As an Anglican, | shy away from absolutes,
“the answers don’t work, that what we need is not answers about
God, but God himself” (Webber, 37).

The Anglican tradition is God-centered worship. Webber provides
examples from The Book of Common Prayer, but | like to look to the
book | know best (although | may question whether it is the best), the
Book of Alternative Services.

“Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen” (Anglican Church of Canada, 216).

This opening, which we receive nearly every Sunday, is focused in God
and in Christ. We do not place our charismatic and individual
personage at the centre; it is always the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Like myself, Webber appreciated the level of scripture, and the careful
attention to the lectionary, following a particular theme for seasons at
a time. | find that following the Church calendar, the seasons, feast
days, and holy days, firmly connects me to the journey of Christ and
the passage of the Church. It becomes tangible and easy to
understand. What Webber doesn’t mention are the beauty of the
worship that | noted above, but that is my journey which is unique to
my experience.

My quick encounter with Robert Webber was deeply engrossing. As |
am writing this, | should be writing a chapter on the Understanding,
Impact, and Implications of the Introduction of a Community Music

Program in an Existing Conservatory Cultural System (so exciting, | know!). Instead, | spent a large chunk of my March Breaking

researching this topic and then was so divinely inspired | merely began to write.

My second trip down the Canterbury Trail was exciting, it was moving, and | think it was needed. | realize now the journey never

ends; it just cycles over and over. It is like a spiral staircase, | turn reaching the same place, but deepening my understanding and

farther from where | began but always close to where | started. | will admit, before this past week, my love for the Anglican Church

was not confident. My attentiveness to service and liturgy was absent. | lacked in my faith. | tell my friends and families about how

Todd and | worship differently, and they warn that it might be difficult, that it might be a struggle. Sometimes the toughest battles

yield the biggest reward, and if this is the reward, then | will gladly accept the challenge. Webber well states the relation between

Todd's and my relationship to Christianity well, so | will leave you with this.

“Frankly, | think there is much from the Anglican tradition that can enrich and strengthen the evangelical church.

But Christianity is like a diamond. To see it in all of its fullness and beauty, we must see it from all of its sides.

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

Anglican-ism has a side to it that is not found within the evangelical church. And the opposite of this is true.
Evangelicalism has strengths that can enrich and strengthen the Anglican tradition as well” (Webber, 12)

Sources:

Anglican Church of Canada. (1985). The book of Alternative Services of the Anglican Church of Canada. Toronto, Canada: Anglican Book Centre.
Doug, Friar. (2012, June 7). The Old Jamestown Church. Retrieved March 16, 2018, from http://www.oldjamestownchurch.com/blog/2012/6/7/how-i-got-there-an-
evangelical-converts-to-anglicanism.html

Webber, Robert. Evangelicals on the Canterbury Trail. Morehouse Publishing, 1989.
Tozer, A.W. God Tells the Man Who Cares. Christian Publications Inc, 1993.

Spring Christian Education and Formation
Opportunities

Marilyn Malton

There are two spring courses coming up in April and May at Renison University College, your Anglican college at the University
of Waterloo. The courses are designed for community members and are open to everyone. They are not for credit so there are
no papers or exams - unless you want to write a paper!

Liturgy: How and Why We worship. Deepen your understanding of the nature, history, and practice
of Christian worship and liturgy, with an emphasis on the Anglican tradition. Learn more about the elements of liturgy
and how they can be combined to craft creative and meaningful worship for a variety of contexts and develop some
practical skills for leadership or participation in liturgy.

Dates: April 7 & 28, May 12 & 26, Time: 10:00 am to 3:30 pm, Instructor: The Ven. Tanya Phibbs

Religion and Nature. Here are some of the questions you will address in this course: How do religion and
nature inform each other? What is "spiritual experience" and its relation to nature? What is the role landscapes have
played in religious experiences past and present? What are some key works of literature in the Western tradition
dealing with religion and nature?

Dates: Saturdays: April 14 & 28, May 12 & 26, Time: 10:00 am - 3:30 pm, Instructor: Mr. Jeremy Frost

Course Cost: $250/person, HST included, but with funding from the Waterloo Deanery Appeal, there is a special
congregational rate of $200/person for 2 people from parish; $500/parish teams of three or more, HST included.

Thy Kingdom Come isa global prayer movement during the 11 days between Ascension Day and the Day of Pentecost
(May 10 to 20, 2018). "During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone who participates will deepen their
friendship with Jesus, bring others to know Jesus or know him better, and come to know that every aspect of their life is the
stuff of prayer". The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, had this to say about his involvement in Thy Kingdom Come: "I
cannot remember in my life anything that I've been involved in where | have sensed so clearly the work of the

Spirit". Interested in getting involved in this global wave of prayer? Check out https://www.thykingdomcome.global/ or talk to
Marilyn Malton (mmalton@uwaterloo.ca) and let's organize some opportunities for St. John's!



http://www.oldjamestownchurch.com/blog/2012/6/7/how-i-got-there-an-evangelical-converts-to-anglicanism.html
http://www.oldjamestownchurch.com/blog/2012/6/7/how-i-got-there-an-evangelical-converts-to-anglicanism.html
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
mailto:mmalton@uwaterloo.ca
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Stamps for Leprosy

Leprosy is an ancient disease that continues to
affect many people today. Although it can be cured,
many are left suffering.

effect:hope (The Leprosy Mission Canada) has
worked to serve people with leprosy for over a
century. From doing important research on leprosy
transmission and educating communities about
leprosy, we are inching closer and closer to
elimination every day.

St. John’s ACW collect used postage stamps for
effect:hope. The stamps don’t have to be separated
from the envelopes and don’t have to be special. The
can be Canadian or foreign stamps. Stamps sent to
effect:hope are then sold on to stamp collectors.

Please consider saving your stamped envelopes
and postcards. A collection box is available in the
Narthex.

Open Closet a
Success!

Marianne Mellinger

St John’s Upper Parish Hall buzzed with
activity on Wednesday, March 8, as guests
of the Open Closet had an opportunity to
choose gently-used clothing items from the
stacks of shirts and sweaters, racks of
dresses, pants, and coats, and rows of
shoes. The Open Closet is sponsored and
staffed by the Canadian Federation of
University Women. For the past several
years it had been held at Trinity United

ACW Sunday
April 15th

The service on Sunday April 15 will
celebrate the ministry of St. John’s ACW.
Members of the A.C.W. Executive and the congregation will

participate in the service and Pastor Sarah Whyte from
Waterloo Mennonite Brethren will preach. Our annual
Thankoffering will also be collected during the offering.

The Thankoffering is a project of Anglican Church Women
— a personal way that we can give thanks for our many
blessings. It is a way of contributing to our Outreach beyond
the Parish — to the Church Life in Canada and the world.

Please use the envelope that will be provided in your
mailbox for your Thankoffering gift. A small offering from
each one of us becomes one substantial and enabling
expression of gratitude for benefits received. Our offering
will be presented to the Diocese at the A.C.W. Annual
meeting in London on April 28",

Church. But with the closing of Trinity, CFUW was looking for a new home and St John's, with its central location in downtown

Kitchener seemed like a perfect place. The event takes place in early March to coincide with International Women’s Day. Items for

the Open Closet are donated by members of the community, and are then made available free-of-charge to anyone in the

community in need of clothing.

Members of St John’s provided cookies and coffee for the guests and snacks for the staff, which were much appreciated. St

John’s wardens and representatives from CFUW will be meeting in the near future to discuss how we can work together to make

this event even better in future years.



Page 12 StJohn316.com/OEW

Diocese of Huron — Our Camp Ministry

Huron Church Camp is a sacred and joy-filled place. We provide children and youth with a safe, nurturing and inclusive
environment in which to encounter and celebrate the wonder and adventure of themselves and God’s creation.

The Diocese of Huron believes that the ministry of residential youth camping as offered at HCC as a significant impact in building
up the body of Christ. The Diocese believes this ministry, occurring in the midst of God’s natural creation, is a commitment to the
broader mission of the Diocese in preparing God’s people to live their personal mission.

The mission of Huron Church Camp is..

e To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom. We extend the life and mission of the Christian church in an outdoor setting. We
daily and actively relate the Christian life to the whole person—body, mind, emotions and spirit.
e To teach, baptise and nurture new believers. We help campers

of all ages come to know God, themselves, and others in Huron Church Camp

meaningful ways. We recognize, use and develop the gifts of

believers by providing a safe and secure Christian learning For over 70 years campers have dipped their toes

environment in the midst of the beauty of nature. We provide into the sparkling waters of Lake Huron, gathered to

opportunities for campers to make decisions and become live and work and pray and play together. How exciting

disciples of Jesus. to imagine who we will meet at HCC this summer! What

e Torespond to human need by loving service. We bring a wonder to remember those who have gone before us,

individuals together to be a part of an environment of love. We walking together, companions in Jesus’ name.

learn respect and love in authentic community. Here we are at the beginning of a new camp season,
e To seek to transform unjust structures of society. We celebrate a new adventure, a new chapter in the never ending
the dignity of every human being. We challenge Christians to story of God’s love for us, a story as old as the stars
become involved in daily mission in their world. above us and the sands beneath our feet, a “Tale as Old
e Tostrive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and as Time”
renew the life of the earth. We immerse campers in the
, . One Week Camps
wonder, beauty and mystery of God’s creation.
Grades 1-8, ages 6-14  $500 + $65.00 HST
July8-14 Long Ago and Far Away
July 15 - 21 Tall Tales
July 22 - 28 To Infinity and Beyond!

August 5 - 11 All'in a Dream
August 12 - 18 By the Firelight
August 19 -25  Even to This Day

Senior Camp
Graduating from grade 8  $1200. + $156.00 HST
Session 1 July 8 - 21 Companions on a Journey 1

Session 2 August 5 - 18 Companions on a Journey 2

Leader in Training
Ages 14-16, grades 9 & 10 $1800 + $234 HST
July LIT1 July 8 - 28
July LIT2 July 8 - 28
August LIT1 August 5 - 25
August LIT2 August 5 - 25
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Churchgoing in Chambeéry and Brussels

Charles Stuart

To Lent or not to Lent? This question weighed heavily on my mind with the arrival of February. Although | had

observed Lent in various ways over the past years it was an open question whether | would do the same during an

extended visit to Europe with its culinary pleasures. Fasting under such conditions would surely tip the scales from

penitential to punitive. Should | even bother?

Nonetheless, it seemed only fitting to do something to honour the liturgical season. | reckoned that | would at

least exercise some piety in reading and praying. While | was still figuring out how to realize even this simple ambition |

found myself at a bookstore in search of a collection of grammar exercises for my French class. At some point it

dawned on me that all the titles | saw in the store related to faith, mostly the Christian one, and of that the Roman

Catholic variety. And, lo and behold, directly in front of me was a large display of lectionaries and other such guides

through the weeks leading up to Easter. Bowing to the inevitable, and happily reconciled, this Anglican acquired a copy

of Pope Francis’s Caréme Pour Tous 2018 and the monthly numbers of Ma Priére for February and March. To Lent!

Ash Wednesday saw us in Chambéry, capital of the mountainous Savoie department of France. (The night

Introducing The Revd
Dr. Preston Parson

After working in youth and camping ministry in
Winnipeg and Northwestern Ontario, The Revd Dr.
Preston Parsons began his training for the
priesthood in Berkeley California in 2001, while Dr.
Karen Sunabacka pursued advanced degrees in
Music Composition and Theory. Preston was
ordained a deacon in 2004, and priest in 2005, in
the diocese of Rupert’s Land, after which he spent
time as a hospital chaplain, and then a parish priest

at St. Mary Magdalene, a multi-cultural parish in the

south end of Winnipeg. During their time in
Winnipeg, Karen taught Composition and Theory at
Providence College. In 2012, Preston moved to
England, where he pursued a PhD in Christian
Theology at the University of Cambridge, while
serving as Priest Vicar at St. John’s College, and
Director of Studies at Westminster College. Karen
and Preston moved to Waterloo last summer, after
Karen took a position as Associate Professor of
Music at Conrad Grebel University College; Preston
spends his time writing and teaching as a sessional
instructor at Waterloo Lutheran Seminary.

before, instead of gorging on the pancakes of Shrove Tuesday |
enjoyed the fromage fondu of Mardi Gras.) | was intent on
attending a service for the Imposition of Ashes and was relieved
to discover that there were more than a dozen masses to choose
from throughout the day at various locations — quite a choice of
times and venues for a small city. Most convenient was an early
evening service at Notre-Dame de Chambéry, a seventeenth-
century former Jesuit chapel a block from our hotel. Given the
French reputation for religious non-observance, it was a pleasant
surprise to find the church almost full. During the austere service
the priest emphasized three ideas to keep in mind throughout
Lent: la lenteur, la sobriété, et la simplicité. Or, in my
understanding, take time, be mindful, and live simply.

The daily readings from the lectionary and the pope’s
writings —that is to say, scriptural texts and commentaries on
their meaning and relevance to Lent — have rewarded the effort. |
can’t ignore the fact that there is also a secondary gain in reading
through Lent in a language other than English. Reciting the Lord’s
Prayer and the Gloria in French adds another dimension to private
prayer. | must, however, confess to having stammered my way through
more recitations of Je vous salue Marie than might be comfortable for
some Anglicans.

The dietary discipline of Lent has become familiar enough for
this food lover that it has become somewhat routine. That said, this
year, for the first time, | realized that St Patrick’s Day is properly the

(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

Feast of St Patrick and offers an exemption from dietary penitence; or so | allowed myself to understand. This moment of insight
inspired a silent prayer of gratitude.

Most challenging has been my attempt at a sort of plastics fast. Mindful of the Mark of Mission regarding stewardship of
God’s creation, | have attempted to eliminate or, at least, reduce my consumption of non-recyclable plastics, as such waste
presents a developing health and environmental hazard. This has proven to be most vexing as Brussels does not accept nearly as
great a range of plastics for recycling as does the Region of Waterloo, and plastic wrapping is ubiquitous. Despite a serious effort, |
cannot claim that it has been a success, but it has made me even more conscious of our culture of waste.

Churchgoing has been a part of my Lenten experience as much as possible, hence a greater attendance at Holy Trinity. A
classmate from my French course, having learned that | sometimes attend services there, remarked that she was a congregant and
invited me to a Sunday evening worship service that she was organizing. The service on Sundays at 6:00 pm can range in form and
style from a full Eucharistic celebration to a lay meeting for prayer. On the night | attended it consisted of prayer, scripture
readings, a lay homily, and gentle folk hymns. Following the service there was a period of fellowship in the narthex with tea and
cake. Most notably, parishioners are routinely invited to continue the fellowship at a nearby brasserie. | was happy to pair this
evening of simple worship with a glass of fine Belgian abbey beer.

That same morning | also attended mass at St Michael and St Gudula Cathedral, whose Gothic structure dates to the
thirteenth century. Throughout Lent the 11:00 am mass features various chorale ensembles with accompaniment, which is reason
enough to go. (Note to Marlin: the Grenzing Great Organ is well-named.) As the national church of a polyglot nation, the service
was conducted in four languages: readings and prayers alternated in French and Flemish, the opposite text being printed in the
bulletin; the sermon was given in both French and Flemish, with a brief summation in German; and Latin was used for the Pater
Noster and the Gloria. For someone with English and a bit of rough French, it was quite an impressive spectacle. And never have |
been more grateful, and relieved, to have had a church bulletin at hand.

OEW Submissions and 8 5 1
Feedback

The next few issues of On Eagle’s Wings will be published

on the schedule shown below.

Submission  Publication

O [N [|NOo|©O

Deadline Date
April April 24™ April 29"
May May 22" May 27"
June June 19" June 24" 9

Notices, articles, news items and letters may be I

submitted to Sarah Guthrie either
at sarah.guthrie@gmail.com or by drop off in the OEW

WO N N

J4 115

Sudoku requested by Rachel Guthrie

mailbox in the Narthex.

Content suggestions or feedback are also welcome.
&8 Sudoku puzzles are provided by www.sudokuoftheday.com

Solution at: http://www.stjohn316.com/march-2018-sudoku-
solution/
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Folly In Love

A Nota Bene Baroque
Players and Capella
Intima co-production

Mistaken identity,
sibling rivalry, and love
at first sight are the
comic themes of
eighteen-year- old
Alessandro Scarlatti’s
first opera, premiered
in Rome in 1679.
Despite papal decree
against such scandals
as women on stage,
and a ban on the church’s employment of theatre
musicians, the public couldn’t resist the charms of this
new, youthful voice of opera. Gli equivoci nel sembiante
(Folly in Love) is an intimate comedy for four singers and
orchestra that became a hit that toured throughout the
regions of Italy for decades.

Location and Time

Friday June 1st 2018
7:30PM
Church of St. John the Evangelist

Tickets

Individuals: $30

Senior: $25

All Students FREE (with ID)

By Phone 1-866-303-0009 (toll-free)

Online Order: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/folly-in-love-
kitchener-on-tickets-37802606614

Advance Ticket Reservations by

Email: follyinlove@notabenebaroque.ca

In person: Ticket purchase available at the door (cash or

cheque only — subject to availability)

Discovering a Place

Elaine Duncanson

A place for everything and everything in its place. That
makes a tidy room or house. But what about relationships?
Can they be as tidy and settled as the objects in a room? Not
in my experience. People change and the connection
between them changes as the situation evolves.

Recently | was encouraged (challenged?) to tell my story.
Gary always suggests that our Japanese student use a
particular set of questions to interview us. The students,
particularly the girls, want all the details with pictures to
complete the scene.

| was comfortably settled in Fredericton, NB, with an
active life in the Cathedral choir, volunteering at The
Playhouse, editing the museum’s publication, leading two
groups at Stepping Stone Centre and sometimes a third
group. Free time was mainly spent writing. Then late one
night | was clearing out a backlog of emails.

One was from my Toronto high school about changes
made there and an invitation to tour the new facilities. A
few clicks later, | was on the Classmates site. About three
years before | had entered my information then stopped
because | saw no point of paying the fee since | had lost all
contact with the friends of those days. This time | could see
three messages with the names blurred but the high school
identified.

Two messages were from a small, rural school where |
knew only one person. | wondered what was on Bob’s mind.
Curiosity got the better of me so | clicked on the second
one, written nearly two years before. It was a cheery
account of his career from the time my mother stopped
relaying news and the present.

| read it a second time and pondered whether | would
reply. We met originally at a church camp as very young
teens. He was polite and | was very shy. By the end of the
ten days | was wearing his high school ring. When | got
home, my parents went through the roof. It had to end! |
was too young! They had not realized | was ready to put
away my dolls and grow up.

My reply was an account of the highlights, and low lights,
of the intervening years. | thought he might have forgotten

(Continued on page 16)
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that he had sent the message or moved on. The next day there was an email from him. With a suggestion that he visit some time in
the summer. We arranged a date six weeks later when the choir would still be at full strength and between his many engagements.

My friend Jane was horrified that | had connected with someone online until | assured her that Bob had been ‘parent approved’.
They had decided that the son of a Presbyterian minister with good manners was quite acceptable. As well, we lived ninety miles
apart. Our mothers got on very well and kept up a correspondence even when we went our separate ways.

The first visit went well and | travelled to Kitchener two months later. Then | began meeting family. Lots of them. The Newman
clan is twenty-two strong and the Douglas clan had fourteen at that time. | did not meet all the younger ones then but had a
chance to learn all the names and later try to match names and faces. Now | can connect most children to their parents.

But what is my place in all of this? | had always regretted that | did not have a sister. Now | have two sisters-in-law. My family
was small and my father did not wish to have contact with any relatives. Living in New Brunswick | had no relatives at all after my
daughter moved away a dozen years ago. Being connected to so many people was a new experience. Many times | have been
surprised by the warmth and support | have received.

Through our early emails | discovered that Bob was not as straight-laced as he had been in his youth. My experiences have
removed many layers of shyness and given me some new skills. Blending two different lifestyles has had its challenges and many

surprises.

Last Saturday | was in Barrie for a bridal shower. | had been hearing of the plans for months as Kathryn, grandmother of the
bride, had worked with her daughter, to make it a special day. Aunts, cousins, sisters, and close friends were the guests —about
twenty-five in all.

We went round the circle giving our name and relationship to the bride. When it came to me, | hesitated. Then my sister-in-law
sitting next to me supplied the answer. | am a great aunt to the lovely young Sarah who loves to bake and serve tea in china cups
and saucers. She and Henry came to our wedding nearly five years ago. | have become part of an extended family which is forty-
five in total. Mentally, there has been much rearranging and plenty of discoveries.

Lenten and Holy week services

Maundy Thursday
March 29th at 7pm

Good Friday
March 30th at 10am

Easter Vigil
St George’s Church
March 31st at 7pm

Easter Sunday
April 1st at 8am BCP
and 10am Festal Eucharist



