
 ORDER OF WORSHIP 
December 17, 2017 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
  

 
 

Pontormo, Jacopo da, 1494-1556 
 

   Welcome to the Church of St. John the Evangelist. Thank you 
for worshipping with us. Whether you are a first-time visitor, a 
faithful parishioner or a returning friend, please know that you 

always have a place at God's table. As you enter today, may the 
gathering of this community strengthen you to take God's 

compassion and peace to a world in need of both. 
 

The Church of St. John the Evangelist 
23 Water Street North, Kitchener, Ontario N2H 5A4 

www.stjohn316.com  519-743-0228 
 
 



HOLY COMMUNION AT EIGHT O’CLOCK 
Book of Common Prayer, Page 67 

Psalm 33:1-6 p 367 
Celebrant Interim Transitional Minister Perry Chuipka 
 Homilist The Reverend Paul Kett 
 

EUCHARIST AT TEN O’CLOCK 
Book of Alternative Services, Page 185 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

Celebrant   Interim Transitional Minister Perry Chuipka 
During the Prelude we quietly prepare our hearts and minds 

for worship and refrain from unnecessary conversation 
Advent Contemplative Prayer 
Even darkness is not darkness to you, 
the night is as bright as the day 
Silence 
Even darkness is not darkness to you, 
the night is as bright as the day 
Silence 
 
Organ Prelude                                                                           
Processional “An Advent Processional” ............................ D. Pearson 
Congregation to join on refrain 
Greeting  ................................................................................... p. 185 
Opening Prayer ......................................................................... p. 185 
Children’s Focus 
Today we light the Third Candle of Advent, the Candle of Joy. In our 
psalm we are reminded of God’s gift of joy to us. 1When the Lord 
restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 2 Then 
our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
(A person lights the Third Candle) 
Joy is like a candle shining in a dark place. As we look at the light of 
this candle we celebrate the joy we have in Christ. 
 
Children’s Recessional Hymn 687 ................................ Kyrie Eleison 
Leader: Let us pray:  
All: Lord God, Your witness John the Baptist grew up strong in spirit 
and prepared people for the coming of the Lord. He loved your 
people and baptized them in the River Jordan to wash away their 
sins. Help us to be led by the same spirit that we would be witnesses 
to him and spread the good news of your joy. As Christmas draws 
closer day by day, help us to be ready to welcome him. Amen 
Collect for the Day .................................................................... p. 270  



THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

This passage was probably written after the people of Israel returned 
from Exile. It foretells the total salvation of God’s people: bodily, 
spiritually, individually and socially.  
First Reading Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11 ......................................... Alice Croft 
Psalm 126 ....................................................................... p. 885 (BAS) 
(the congregation is invited to participate) 
Paul is drawing toward the conclusion of his letter. He has just 
exhorted the Thessalonian Christians regarding their personal conduct 
and their relations within the community. 
Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 ...................... Linda Jarrett 
Gradual Hymn 106:1,2 .................. There’s a Vice in the Wilderness 
In the opening verses of the book, the evangelist has told us, that the 
Word that God told us existed before all time. 
Gospel Reading ....................................................... John 1:6-8,19-28 
Gradual Hymn 106:3-4 .................. There’s a Vice in the Wilderness 
Sermon  The Reverend Paul Kett 
Silent Reflection 
Apostles’ Creed p. 189 
The Prayers of the People   Ann Coughlin 
   Please note the Prayers of the People come from the people. 
Intercessor: Lord, in your mercy, Response: Hear our prayer. 
Confession, Silence, Absolution and Exchange of the Peace ... p. 191 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Offertory Sentence: The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because 
the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings to the afflicted.    
Isaiah 61.1 
Offertory Hymn 109..................... When the King Shall Come Again 
Prayer over the Gifts ................................................................. p. 271 
Eucharistic Prayer 5 ................................................................... p.204 
Sanctus/Benedictus .................................................... Hymnbook 689 
Lord’s Prayer (music on page 918) ................................. top of p. 211 
Breaking of the Bread 5 ............................................................ p. 212 
Agnus Dei ................................................................... Hymnbook 690 

A Chalice has been prepared for those who wish to share in 
the Sacrament of the Holy Communion by means of intinction. 

It is located beside the font. 

You are invited to receive Prayers for Healing: After you have shared the 
Sacrament of the Eucharist or received a blessing and would like to receive 

prayers for healing with the laying on of hands, members of the healing 
prayer team will pray with you, in confidence, in the meditation space at the 

back of the church. 



Communion Hymn  105 ............. Where Jordan Cuts the Wilderness 
Choir Anthem: How lovely are the messengers ........ F. Mendelsohn 
Silence 
Post Communion Prayers  ............................................. p. 271, p.214 
Prayer for Walking Together in God's Mission:  
Gracious God, as we celebrate our past and rejoice in our 
present, we also look forward with eager eyes to the future. We 
pray that You will continue to make Your love known among us. 
Give us a zeal for mission. Help us to look beyond our walls to 
recognize your transforming presence in the world. Make this 
church a blessing, in partnership with others, to those around us, 
and embolden us to move forward with strength toward what lies 
ahead. Amen.  
The Blessing 
Parish Notices 
Recessional Hymn 116  “Your Kingdom Come” – On Bended Knee 
Dismissal (Response: Thanks be to God.) 
Organ Postlude: Sleepers Awake ....................................... J.S. Bach 
The Postlude is the concluding offering of worship; Those who wish to 
leave during the Postlude are asked to do so quietly. 

 

If you know of someone who is ill or in hospital, please contact 
Archdeacon Perry. 

Interim Transitional Priest 
The Venerable Perry Chuipka 

Assistant Clergy 
The Venerable Ken Cardwell 

The Reverend Paul Kett 
People’s Warden Gillian Westwood     

Rector’s Warden Marianne Mellinger  
Deputy Wardens Debbie Sheach   Terry Rothwell    

Director of Music 
Marlin Nagtegaal, BMus., MMus., U.M. 

Assistant Organist 
Sarah Cardwell 
Parish Nurse 

Elsie Millerd, RN, BN, DipCS, MTS 
Chalice Bearers for December 17, 2017 

Rick VanBuskirk, Diane Roberts, Jean Wright 
Prayer Ministry Intercessors for December 17, 2017 

George Strack, Ann Coughlin 
 



The Prayers of the People – December 17, 2017 

For Our Companion Diocese 

PRAY for the Diocese of Wyoming in The Episcopal Church (USA), 

for Bishop John Smylie, and for the clergy and people of this diocese, 

and our common mission and ministry.   

PRAY for Linda, our Diocesan Bishop; Fred, our Primate; Mark, 

National Anglican Indigenous Bishop; Justin, Archbishop of 

Canterbury; Susan, National Bishop, and Michael, Bishop of the 

Eastern Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada.  In the 

Anglican Church of Canada we pray this week for General Secretary 

Michael Thompson and the national staff of the Anglican Church of 

Canada.  In the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada we pray for 

Director Trina Gallop and staff of Communications and 

Stewardship; and Director Kyle Giesbrecht and staff of Finance 

and Administration.  

IN THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER 

PRAY for the people, parishes and clergy in Delaware Deanery, this 

week praying especially for St. John’s, St. Thomas; Trinity, St. 

Thomas; St. Peter’s, Tyrconnell; Grace Church, West Lorne; and St. 

Stephen’s, Burwell Park. 

FOR OUR COMPANION DIOCESE 

PRAY for the Diocese of Amazonia, companion Diocese of the 

Diocese of Huron, for its ministry and mission, and for the people it 

serves.  Pray for peace and safety in the troubled areas of the 

Diocese, and the country. 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE PARISH OF ST. JOHN THE 

EVANGELIST, KITCHENER 

WE PRAY this week for Lauraleen Reoch, John and Wilma 

Reynolds, Ronald Richardson, Thomas Riddoch and their families. 

 

PRAY for Perry, our Interim Transitional Priest, for Ken and 

Paul, our assisting clergy, and the wardens and lay leaders of 

our parish.  



FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY WHO ARE ILL 

WE PRAY this week for Colleen; Pat; Tracy; Marlin; Bruce; Miranda; 

Grace; John & family; Nicholas,  Linda; Jean; Debbie; Clayton; David; 

Mary Ann; Heather; Catherine; Pat; Alan & Cherry; Dawn; Jennifer; 

Debbie; Katherine; Miriam; Allan; Helga & Gary; Bill; Sara; Valerie; 

Merrian; Tracy, John 

SPECIAL INTENTIONS 

Pray for the ministries of our parish – giving thanks for our 

Churchwardens, Parish Council, and key planning committees in 

their ongoing leadership. Pray for our Selection Committee as they 

work with our Bishop in the process of discernment and call. Raise 

up for us a pastor and priest who will lead us with compassion, 

understanding, and enthusiasm.   

In this season of waiting, when darkness lengthens, pray for all who 

are homeless, and who live in substandard accommodation.  As we 

approach the joy-filled celebration of Christmas, pray also for those 

for whom this season is anything but joyful.  May they know your 

love, peace, and comfort. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Parish Notices 

EVENTS FOR THE WEEK December 11 – December 18 

Tuesday, December  12 

1:00 p.m. Meditative Prayer Group 

Wednesday December 13 

7:30 a.m. Early Eucharist with breakfast 

7:00 p.m. Centering Prayer – Fireside Room 

Thursday December 14 

7:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

Sunday December 24 

Please see Insert for Christmas Eve Schedule 

**Hearing Devices are available in the narthex. See a 

sidesperson for assistance.  

 

Thank you to our ACW for contributing $10,000 to our Church 

Vestry Reports are needed: please send in Vestry reports 

Hearing Assisted Devices are missing from the Narthex.  Kindly 

return then as soon as possible. 

COFFEE HOUR.  Please note that on Sunday  December 24th-- 

Christmas Eve-- there will be NO Coffee Hour. Coffee                              

Hour will resume on Sunday December 31st. 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWERS: Anyone wishing to make a 

monetary donation towards the Christmas flowers in memory of loved 

ones, please use the envelopes marked “Christmas Memorial 

Flowers”. These envelopes are on the table in the Narthex. Please 

print clearly the information requested, and then place the envelope 

on the offering plate OR deliver it to the church office no later than 

Sunday December 17th. If you are donating by cheque, please make 

it payable to “St. John’s ACW”. 

Bales: Our collection of donations for bales for Kenora will begin in 

early January. Here are some of the items that are most appreciated: 

winter wear of all sizes, socks, long underwear, maternity clothes 

(especially pants) and children's clothing. Items can be new or very 

gently used. Please ensure items are clean are are washable.  



Watch for further notices in January. If you have any questions, 

please speak to Nancy Chittick or Sandra Roy. 

**** As was the case last year, household goods are no longer being 

requested. 

Church School in Advent. This week and next we will focus on the 
Christmas story and praise and thank God for Jesus.   For unto us a 
child is born! 
 
Tuesday's Meditative Prayer Group: Please be advised that the 
group will be cancelled December 26th, January 2nd and January 9th 
resuming January 16th. 
 
PWRDF Christmas cards let you send your Christmas greetings 
and spread the word about PWRDF at the same time. Each pack 
contains 12 cards and envelopes of one of either Christmas Caravan 
or Three Kings designs, with the same inside message. Cards are 
5″x 7″. Cards may be ordered through your PWRDF Parish 
Representatives Nathan Packiyanathan at 519-651-1938 or Jim 
Mighty at 519-585-0865) or directly from PWRDF by calling Ricky de 
Castro, toll-free at 1-866-308-7973 or 416-924-9199 ext. 318, or by 
emailing rdecastro@pwrdf.org. A minimum donation of $20 per pack 
of 12 cards is recommended. 
 
Advent Study with Retired Bishop Terry in Kitchener and 
Cambridge: 
Wednesdays at 7pm:  
December 13 & 20th at St James in Cambridge 
Join Bishop Terry as he leads us through an interactive, enjoyable, 
and educational Advent study.  
 


